Mocean Dance in partnership with King’s Theatre presents Residency and Community Outreach in Annapolis Royal, NS, July 16-21, 2006

Excitement is mounting as Halifax’s Mocean Dance prepares for their week-long residency and community activity in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, July 16-21, 2006.   The company sees residency and community outreach activity as an essential part of their work, and the members thoroughly enjoy sharing their love of dance, creation, and movement with potential audience members of all ages.  

Mocean Dance, the contemporary dance company that launched itself on to the Halifax arts scene with sold-out performances of Quintecentric, and inFlux will travel to Annapolis Royal to bring their youth camp, community workshops, and an evening performance to King’s Theatre.

The evening performance will include a new work created by the company in collaboration with an Annapolis Royal Youth Group.  Mocean will work with a targeted group of young people, in a half-day camp setting, to create and produce a short work to be showcased as part of Mocean’s own performance.   The company’s performance will include selections from their repertoire.

Mocean Dance has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding emerging dance companies.  Founded in 2001 by Halifax dancers Carolle Crooks, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald, Lisa Phinney, and Sarah Di Quinzio, the company’s goal is to “create, perform, collaborate and communicate through movement”. 

As dancers who had studied and worked across North America, the company members dreamed of pursuing their professional careers in the Atlantic region, and started the company to make that vision a reality.  With the support of the Canada Council for The Arts, the Department of Canadian Heritage, the Province of Nova Scotia, the Craig Foundation for the Performing Arts, and a host of corporate sponsors and individual donors, their efforts have met with great success in a remarkably short time. 

This residency closes another exciting season for Mocean Dance. In addition to their outreach activity, Live Art Dance Productions, in partnership with the CanDance Network, presented the company as part of their 3 Artists/3 Cities tour.  Along with dance artists Susan Elliott (Vancouver) and Denise Duric (Toronto), the company performed in Halifax, Vancouver and Guelph.   Mocean also partnered once again with ExxonMobil Canada to present province-wide workshop programs for schools and teachers.  Their 2006/2007 Season will kick off with the premiere of a new full-evening work choreographed by Toronto’s Michael Trent in collaboration with the Company, with music by Halifax’s Kenneth Doren.  Performances will take place September 29-October 1, 2006 at the Sir James Dunn Theatre, Halifax.
The company is committed to providing their region with exceptional contemporary dance and to providing a forum for artistic growth for dancers, choreographers, collaborators, and audiences of all ages.  Mocean’s repertoire is drawn from the best work of local and internationally acclaimed choreographers, infusing its performances with a dynamic and varied stylistic energy, while still remaining true to its artistic ideals. The dancers continually stretch their physical limits, raise the bar, and enter new realms of cutting edge, adventurous, but emotionally genuine movement.

Mocean Dance will be presented at King’s Theatre, 209 St. George Street, Annapolis Royal, NS, July 21, 2006, at 8pm.  Tickets are now available at King’s Theatre Box Office (902) 532-7704.  Tickets are $10 ($5 students/seniors).  

For more information, contact Sara Harrigan, (902) 420-4162 or moceandance@excite.com    

