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Mocean Dance Presents: Given The Circumstances
Halifax, Nova Scotia, May 12, 2008 – As Mocean Dance, a local contemporary dance company in its sixth year, brings its season to a close with its upcoming show Given the Circumstances, the group is quashing the misconception that Maritime dance doesn’t stand up to the rest.

“There’s sometimes a false impression that dance coming out of Nova Scotia is of a lesser quality than other parts of our country,” says Carolle Crooks, Mocean Dance co-founder and co-artistic director. 

But with Mocean Dance reaching unmatched success as a Nova Scotian multi-member dance company, and with its reputation dripping off the tongues of the national dance community, this dance company is doing big things for Halifax arts.

Mocean Dance, founded in 2001 by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney, has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding new contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers. The company is dedicated to community outreach and the development of future audiences through residencies, school events, workshops, informal showings and discussions.  Mocean has recently begun more extensive touring and appeared in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario and New Brunswick, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia

Embracing the training its dancers received in Halifax, Mocean Dance resonates with a visual, movement-based style that is inviting to new audience members, and a stepping-stone to dance’s deeper level for Mocean’s loyal audience. This vivacious and emotional style is weaved throughout Mocean Dance’s upcoming Given the Circumstances, an evening of four new works by four choreographers, company members Sara Harrigan and Carolle Crooks, New-Brunswick-based choreographer Lesandra Dodson, and Halifax-based choreographer and Mocean co-founder Phinney. 

Presented at the Sir James Dunn Theatre, Halifax, on May 22 – 24, 8:00 p.m., Given the Circumstances will feature Harrigan’s Left in the Lurch, Crooks’ Veer Right, Dodson’s You Tackle a Stairway Face On, and Phinney’s Beside Myself, Gasping, each piece adding its own spice to a common seed, creating an evening of dynamic dance that is everything from clever to evocative, from comedic to poignant. Tickets are $17.00/$22.00 and are on sale now at the Dalhousie Arts Centre Box Office. Tel: 494-3820 or 1-800-874-1669.
Mocean Dance greatly acknowledges its supporters: the Canada Council for the Arts; The Department of Canadian Heritage; Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage; Clearwater; Office Interiors; The Halliburton; CBC Radio; Bradford Productions; Spectacle Design, Internet Solutions Limited and Halifax Dance.
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For further details or interview requests, please contact Kathryn Crooks at 420-4162, or by email at office@moceandance.com


