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Mocean Dance Presents: a Mocean Mixer
Halifax, Nova Scotia, April 2, 2009 – As Mocean Dance, a local contemporary dance company in its seventh year, brings its season to a close with an upcoming casual, mixed-discipline performance, the group is toying with the idea of whether dance only belongs on the stage.
Mocean Dance, founded in 2001 by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney, has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding new contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers. The company is dedicated to community outreach and the development of future audiences through residencies, school events, workshops, informal showings and discussions.  Mocean has recently begun more extensive touring and has appeared in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario, Newfoundland, and New Brunswick, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia.
On Saturday, April 25th, Mocean Dance will host their first in-studio Mocean Mixer at Halifax Dance, in the Maritime Center, at 8:00pm. The evening will feature new works-in-progress by Vancouver-based choreographer Susan Elliot, and Halifax’s own Cory Bowles. There will also be a theatre performance by special guest Sarah English, spinning by the talented DJ Stiles, and a cash bar. Audience members will not only get a sneak peek at Mocean’s newest works, they will also be invited to witness a few on-the-spot collaborations, and enjoy the intermingling of artistic mediums. Mocean hopes that this is the first of many like events. “It’s exciting to work collaboratively with other artists,” says Co-Artistic Director Carolle Crooks, “especially in other disciplines. With this event we’re hoping to mix things up a bit and bring artists and audiences together in a fun, casual atmosphere. ”
The Mocean Mixer is one night only! Saturday, April 25th, 8:00pm at Halifax Dance in the Maritime Center (lower level), 1505 Barrington Street. Entry is by minimum donation: $5.00 for student/seniors/artists and $10.00 for others. Don’t miss this unique event and the chance to visit Mocean Dance in their home!

Mocean Dance greatly acknowledges its supporters: the Canada Council for the Arts; The Department of Canadian Heritage; Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage; Clearwater; Office Interiors; WHW Architects; O’Regan’s; The Halliburton; CBC Radio; and Halifax Dance.
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For further details or interview requests, please contact Kathryn Crooks at 420-4162, or by email at office@moceandance.com


