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Mocean Dance Performs in Studio Revolved in the Halifax Nocturne Festival
Halifax, Nova Scotia, September 28, 2009 – Mocean Dance, a local contemporary dance company, will open its eighth season with a performance in Studio Revolved, an intimate, in-studio, performance in the Nocturne Art-at-Night Festival.  If you thought that dance could only be witnessed on the stage, Studio Revolved may persuade you otherwise.  Mocean Dance, partnering with Halifax Dance, local dancer Kym Butler and the Halifax Dance YOung COmpany, will invite festival attendees and the general public into the studio to witness a variety of local dance at an arm’s length. 
Collaborating artists Kym Butler and the Halifax YOung COmpany will each occupy one of the Halifax Dance studios and Mocean Dance, a company-in-residence at Halifax Dance, will occupy two others. The public will travel from studio to studio to watch each performance in these intimate spaces and will enjoy original pieces.  Each studio will reveal a different dance environment and a unique experience. . A full revolution of this dance gallery will take 45 minutes and revolutions begin on the hour.
Mocean’s dancers Carolle Crooks, Melanie Ferro and Tania Jean will perform an excerpt from You Tackle A Staircase Face On, choreographed by Fredericton’s Lesandra Dodson and the talented and versatile Jean will also treat the audience to a solo Flamenco performance. When asked what is interesting about performing in this sort of casual space, company Co-Artistic Director and dancer Carolle Crooks explained that “the studio offers a different experience for the audience, compared to the stage. There’s definitely a warmer and more communal energy from the audience when you’ve invited them into your home in this way. We’re excited to see how people react.”
Mocean Dance, founded in 2001 by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney, has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding new contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers. The company is dedicated to community outreach and the development of future audiences through residencies, school events, workshops, informal showings and discussions.  Mocean has recently begun more extensive touring and appeared in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia

Mocean is delighted to celebrate Halifax’s dynamic arts community by participating in Nocturne, a night time arts festival bringing light and colour to the streets of Halifax.  Taking place in downtown Halifax from 6:00 pm until midnight, the festival will see the city’s streets come alive with art and energy!  Studio Revolved will take place at the Halifax Dance, Maritime Centre (1505 Barrington Street, lower level with entry at Barrington Street upper level), October 17th, 2009. Performances will begin at 7:00pm, 8:00pm and 9:00pm.  Admission is free. 
Mocean Dance greatly acknowledges its supporters: the Canada Council for the Arts; Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage; The Cultural Human Resources Council; The Craig Foundation, The Johnson Scholarship Foundation; Clearwater; Office Interiors; O’Regan’s, The Halliburton; Ocean Nutrition; Bradford Productions; Internet Solutions Limited and Halifax Dance.
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For further details or interview requests, please contact Kathryn Crooks at 406-7228, or by email at office@moceandance.com


