For immediate release

Halifax dance company Mocean Dance receives Annual Creation Production support from Canada Council, first in Atlantic Canada

Halifax, Nova Scotia, July 8, 2010 - Mocean Dance, Halifax’s professional contemporary dance company, begins its 10th season with the announcement of unprecedented support from the Canada Council for the Arts. Mocean is pleased to be the recipient of Annual Creation Production support from the Canada Council, marking the first time this level of funding has been granted to a contemporary dance company east of Quebec.

“Although we have received annual project contributions from the Canada Council, this is a new level of support that recognizes Mocean as an annual operating client,” says co-founder and Artistic Director Carolle Crooks. “This funding acknowledges that the work being created and produced in Nova Scotia is of a high calibre and on par with that being created across the country. We are delighted with this news and hope that this national support will help the growth of our community as a whole.”

This is a major achievement that recognizes the value and quality of Mocean’s artistic, administrative and community outreach endeavours.  As the first Nova Scotian dance company to reach this level of operational support from the Canada Council, Mocean Dance is breaking ground for all of the province’s dance artists.

“It has been a long road for Mocean Dance,” says Dianne Milligan, Director of Dance Nova Scotia. “The combination of dance talent, administrative know-how, very, very hard work and the support of a number of people who have been working for this for many years makes this a triumph for our whole community.”

The timing of this announcement is particularly poignant, coinciding with the recent death of Jeanne Robinson, whose pioneer company Nova Dance Theatre paved the way for contemporary dance companies in the Atlantic region. Robinson’s company ran for seven years before closing in 1987 due to insufficient funding. “Jeanne did much to lay the foundation for dance companies in our region and we’re pleased to be able to carry on this part of her legacy,” says Crooks. 

Founded in 2001 by Carolle Crooks, Sara Harrigan, Sarah Rozee, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney, Mocean Dance is one of Canada’s outstanding contemporary dance companies.  Mocean regularly commissions works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers, performing both at home and on tour throughout the Atlantic Provinces and beyond. Mocean’s most recent full-evening production, Live in 3, featured world premieres by choreographers from coast to coast and received accolades from both audiences and the media. 

The 2010/2011 season marks Mocean’s 10th anniversary and the company plans to celebrate with a retrospective performance chronicling some of the company’s most celebrated works and featuring performances by founding members.  Performances will be November 18-19, 2010, at Alderney Landing, Dartmouth. 
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