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Dance/film collaboration premieres in Mocean Dance’s Decennium
With their 10th season underway, Mocean Dance is blurring the lines between stage and screen. The Halifax-based professional contemporary dance company, has spent the last few months working on a short dance film to be incorporated into live performance. The collaboration, between Mocean Dance, choreographer Lisa Phinney Langley and filmmaker Rohan Fernando, will premiere in the company’s upcoming production, Decennium. 

The film is a new component of Lisa Phinney Langley’s dance work, Beside Myself, Gasping, originally premiered by Mocean Dance in 2008. When speaking about the process of combining dance and film, choreographer Phinney Langley emphasizes the importance of a seamless marriage between the two mediums in order to achieve the desired effect.  “This new film element is so powerful in terms of telling a story,” says Phinney Langley, “but the choreography and the image need to be completely integrated.  We are allowing the dance to be influenced by the image and the image be influenced by the dance, and it often takes a number of iterations before we feel settled with a particular idea.”

This project marks filmmaker Fernando’s first foray into the world of dance, which he admits is not without its own unique challenges. “This is a much more abstract and delicate narrative than I'm used to working with,” says Fernando. “It's all about mood and emotion and interpretation, rather than character and plot and dialogue. It's a little scary because of this-- but since the collaborators I'm working with are so skilled and talented, the result is more excitement than fear.”


With this new cinematic component, Mocean Dance is helping to fulfil the choreographer’s original vision for her work. “[Beside Myself, Gasping] always felt like a bit of a film in itself,” explains Phinney Langley.  “It always felt that we were seeing the result of a relationship that developed beyond the piece, like there was a strong back-story to these characters and we were seeing the emotional outfall of it.  By adding the film aspect we've revealed a bit of that story.” The film features performances by Mocean founding members Carolle Crooks Fernando and Alicia Orr MacDonald, who are also the featured dancers of the live performance. Local Actor Jonathan Church and Allie MacDonald complete the film cast. 

Beside Myself, Gasping is set to re-premiere in Mocean Dance’s 10th Anniversary Production, Decennium and promises to unravel a riveting narrative tapestry. With this meaningful new imagery, the collaborators are “going deeper into the original piece but also into some unexpected places,” explains Fernando. "In the end I think audiences will have a multi-layered experience that will feel emotionally whole.”
Mocean Dance, founded by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks Fernando, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney Langley, has become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers.  Mocean has appeared to acclaim in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia.
Regular performances are November 18-19 2010, 7:30pm, Alderney Landing Theatre, Dartmouth. Tickets are $23.50 + HST each, $19.00 + HST for students/seniors. Group rates are available. Box Office: 1-888-311-9090 or www.ticketpro.ca. There will be a gala performance on November 20, 2010. Please contact Mocean Dance for more details or to purchase tickets, 425-4908.









