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Mocean Dance celebrates 10-year milestone with Decennium
Mocean Dance has a lot of reasons to celebrate. On the artistic front, the company is exploring new creative territory, currently working on a new film collaboration with choreographer Lisa Phinney Langley and filmmaker Rohan Fernando, to be incorporated into live performance.  The Halifax-based professional contemporary dance company also began their season as a new recipient of Annual Creation Production support from the Canada Council, making Mocean the first contemporary dance company to be awarded this level of funding east of Quebec. To top it all off, thanks to the support of audience members and supporters, the company is celebrating their tenth anniversary – an achievement to be proud of.
Showing no signs of slowing down, Mocean is set to commemorate the success of the past ten years with a fantastic mainstage performance. Decennium, which runs November 18-20, at Alderney Landing Theatre, will feature excerpts of some of the company’s most memorable works and performances by Mocean’s founding members. One such audience favourite, Roger Sinha’s 5 Breaths, which was originally premiered by Mocean in 2005 will be included. A signature touring piece for the company, 5 Breaths has “eye-catching choreography coupled with a theme that puts life itself into perspective” (Paula Citron, The Globe and Mail). Excerpts from Susie Burpee’s Rescue Left Her to Her Plight and Howard Richard’s Almost Not Even Fun will also return to the stage.  The highlight of the evening will be the remount of Lisa Phinney Langley’s Beside Myself, Gasping, with new, integrated film components. Originally commissioned and premiered by Mocean Dance in 2008, Phinney Langley’s stunning work has been re-imagined with a rich and meaningful visual element that adds new dimension to the work. 

“We are so thrilled to be able to celebrate this landmark,” says Artistic Director Carolle Crooks. “Whether they have seen our work before or are coming for the first time, I think that audiences will enjoy this show.  Not only is it a diverse visual feast, but this is a show that you will feel – it appeals to all the senses; it pulls the heartstrings; it weeps, sings and dances!”  
Mocean Dance, founded by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks Fernando, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney Langley, is recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding contemporary dance companies, which regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers.  Mocean has appeared to acclaim in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island, as well as at home in theatres across Nova Scotia.
Mocean Dance resonates with dramatic and visually striking creations that are both highly physical and emotionally rich. This compelling style will be in full effect in the company’s Tenth Anniversary Mainstage Production Decennium. Regular performances are November 18-19 2010, 7:30pm, Alderney Landing Theatre, Dartmouth. Tickets are $23.50 + HST each, $19.00 + HST for students/seniors. Group rates are available. Box Office: 1-888-311-9090 or www.ticketpro.ca. There will be a gala performance on November 20, 2010, 7:30pm.  Gala Tickets are $50 each or Row of 10 for $450. Please contact Mocean Dance for more details or to purchase tickets, 425-4908.









