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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mocean Dance embarks upon first film collaboration

Mocean Dance, a Halifax-based professional contemporary dance company, can be found in more places than just the studio these days. The company, now in their tenth season, has been spending numerous evenings and early mornings in various locations throughout HRM, shooting a short dance film to be incorporated into live performance. The collaboration, between Mocean Dance, choreographer Lisa Phinney Langley and award-winning local filmmaker Rohan Fernando, will premiere in the company’s upcoming production, Decennium. 

The film is a new component of Lisa Phinney Langley’s dance work, Beside Myself, Gasping, premiered by Mocean Dance in 2008. Phinney Langley has always felt strongly that her duet on the company had cinematic potential and would be more fully realized with integrated film components. With support from the Nova Scotia Department of Tourism Culture and Heritage, Mocean hopes to bring that vision to fruition. The new version of the piece, with integrated film, will provide audience members with new layers of meaning and more intimate perspectives.  "I'm thrilled to have this opportunity to fulfil the vision for this work with this new film component,” says Phinney Langley. “Working with these collaborators has been truly inspiring and has lead to a rich and meaningful visual element that draws us deeper into this work, adding a beautiful new dimension to the piece."
This project marks Mocean’s first collaboration with local award-winning filmmaker Rohan Fernando. Fernando has recently completed a feature documentary, The Chocolate Farmer, set in Belize, and a feature drama, Snow, currently on the festival circuit. “It’s exciting to incorporate my work into a live performance which has an immediacy and unpredictability that is unparalleled in film.  I’m excited to see what the alchemy of these two mediums will create” says Fernando.  

 “We’re ecstatic about this collaborative project,” says Mocean Dance Artistic Director Carolle Crooks Fernando.  “I think that this work will be of interest to film and dance goers alike.   It’s been an incredible process, presenting new challenges for us as interpreters and pushing us into new realms of performance.” Crooks Fernando is featured in both the film component and the live duet, alongside Mocean Dance founding member Alicia Orr MacDonald. Local actor Jonathan Church rounds out the film cast. 

Mocean Dance, founded by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks Fernando, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney Langley, has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers.  Mocean has appeared to acclaim in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia.
Mocean Dance resonates with dramatic and visually striking creations that are both highly physical and emotionally rich. This compelling style will be in full effect in the company’s Tenth Anniversary Mainstage Production Decennium. Regular performances are November 18-19 2010, 7:30pm, Alderney Landing Theatre, Dartmouth. Tickets are $23.50 + HST each, $19.00 + HST for students/seniors. Group rates are available. Box Office: 1-888-311-9090 or www.ticketpro.ca. There will be a gala performance on November 20, 2010. Please contact Mocean Dance for more details or to purchase tickets, 425-4908.









