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Mocean Dance Welcomes New Company Member
Halifax, Nova Scotia, August 27, 2008 – As Halifax’s own Mocean Dance begins an exciting seventh season, they welcome new dancer, Tania Jean, into the fold. Jean has relocated to Halifax to join the company as a full-time dancer apprentice. 
Originating in Quebec, Tania began her pre-professional training at "Les Farandoles" in Chicoutimi. During her time there, she honed her stage performance skills participating in Ecce Mundo, a variety summer show, as both a dancer and a flamenco soloist. While in Chicoutimi, Tania was not only a skilled performer and teacher of flamenco, she was also a member of the contemporary dance company, Scheme Danse. Tania moved to Quebec City to specialize in contemporary dance training at L'Ecole de la danse de Quebec. Her performance highlights include works by Tedd Robinson, Maurice Fraga, David Earle and Georges Nicolas Tremblay. She also apprenticed with Harold Rehaume's dance company, "Le fils d'Adrien danse". Only recently graduated, Jean is eager to begin her professional career with Mocean Dance.
Mocean Dance, founded in 2001 by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney, has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding new contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers. The company is dedicated to community outreach and the development of future audiences through residencies, school events, workshops, informal showings and discussions.  Mocean has recently begun more extensive touring and appeared in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario and New Brunswick, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia.  Mocean also strives to support the development of young professional dancers and to provide employment opportunities for dancers in Nova Scotia.  Mocean gratefully acknowledges assistance from the Cultural Human Resources Council Youth Internship Program in support of this apprenticeship.
“We are thrilled to have Tania join Mocean,” says Sara Harrigan, current company member and Co-Artistic Director. “She is such a powerful dancer and intriguing performer…A new gem to gleam in our performances.” 
Mocean Dance greatly acknowledges its supporters: the Canada Council for the Arts; The Department of Canadian Heritage; Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage; Clearwater; Office Interiors; The Halliburton; CBC Radio; Bradford Productions; Spectacle Design, Internet Solutions Limited and Halifax Dance.
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For further details or interview requests, please contact Kathryn Crooks at 420-4162, or by email at office@moceandance.com


