
WORLD PREMIERE OF NOAH MOCEAN DANCE PROJECT
Vestige, by Gwen Noah for Mocean Dance

May 12-14, 2005, 8 p.m.

Sir James Dunn Theatre, Dalhousie Arts Centre

6101 University Ave., Halifax

$20 (adults)/$13 (students & seniors)

Ticket info and box office: (902) 494-3820

Media contact: Marla Cranston at 902.476.3567 or marlacranston@yahoo.ca

(Halifax, April 29, 2005) – Live Art Dance Productions is pleased to announce the world premiere of Vestige, combining the riveting choreographic force of Gwen Noah with energetic, evocative performance by Mocean Dance ensemble. Commissioned by Live Art in keeping with its mandate to initiate new dance creation in the region, this season finale takes place May 12 to 14 at the Sir James Dunn Theatre in Halifax.

“Live Art is very excited by this project, as it unites two generations of dance artists and clearly displays the growing depth of Halifax’s dance community,” says Paul Caskey, who joined Live Art as artistic director on March 1.

Noah uses abstract movement and sound to explore themes of ancestry – how humans are shaped and informed by our history, and how our bodies bind us and connect us to our past. As with a family, the dance suggests an overriding cohesiveness to the group but also many distinctions. Noah created the piece for four of Mocean’s five members: Carolle Crooks, Sarah Di Quinzio, Sara Harrigan and Alicia Orr. 

(Lisa Phinney is currently focusing on graduate studies.)

“It’s obvious they’re an ensemble, but they’re also four unique dancers,” says Noah, whose history as a performer and choreographer presented by Live Art dates back to 1986. “They’re very talented, they’re young, they’re fresh, and they’re hungry. I’m particularly interested in revealing their individuality in this work.”

The intensive studio process at Halifax Dance - where Noah and Mocean are among three Companies in Residence - has included group readings, music listening sessions and meditation. The piece brings together Noah’s own abstract poems and vision with writings by the dancers, generated from points of tragedy and joy in their own lives. Distortions of their voices are heard in the original soundtrack by composer Sandy Moore, which wavers between primal, elemental moods to futuristic mechanical noises reflecting the variations in movement, from smooth to spastic. Noah and the dancers work shopped the work-in- progress with students at Queen Elizabeth High School in recent weeks.

“This is completely different from my solo work; it’s another part of my voice,” says Noah. She has choreographed group pieces in Jazz Bliss, Black Tie and the Young Company, but had always wanted to create dance for a professional dance company such as Mocean Dance, founded four years ago. In the current cover story about Noah in The Dance Current magazine, Phinney credits her as one of several artists who paved the way for new dance companies to thrive in the Maritimes.

“This piece is so alive when you’re dancing,” says Crooks, and Di Quinzio adds, “It’s starting to mean more and more to us every day.”

ABOUT LIVE ART DANCE PRODUCTIONS

Since 1981, Live Art Dance Productions has been committed to presenting performance art projects that push the boundaries of current creative practice, introducing audiences to the work, concerns and aesthetics of Canadian and international contemporary dance. Live Art has initiated dance outreach, audience development and professional training within the local arts community, and is a key player in the national dance scene. Live Art gratefully acknowledges the contribution of the following supporters: the Canada Council for the Arts; The Department of Canadian Heritage; Nova Scotia Tourism, Culture and Heritage; The Coast; The Citadel Hotel; Etc. Press; and Halifax Dance.

Please see www.chebucto.ns.ca/Culture/Liveart/ for further details about the current season. For information about group rates, please contact Live Art at 902.420.0003 or liveart@eastlink.ca.

