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Mocean Dance Performs in Nocturne
Halifax, Nova Scotia, October 9, 2008 – Mocean Dance, a local contemporary dance company, will open its seventh season with Transitory, an innovative, street-level, performance in the Nocturne Art Festival.  If you thought that public transit and the daily commute could not possibly mix with dance and visual art, Transitory may persuade you otherwise.  Mocean Dance, partnering with visual artist Holly Crooks and musicians Norman Adams and Lukas Pearse will use the Halifax Ferry Terminal as their stage, art gallery and concert Hall on October 18th at 6:00pm for a fascinating transit-jam session.

Crooks’ will exhibit selected photographs from her series “Gathering Time” which were taken at various Halifax locations including the Halifax train station and ferry terminal.  “This series attempts to make visible the fleeting nature of a passing moment and to present a photographic description of time,” explains Crooks.  “Located in transitional spaces - that people briefly pass through on their way to other destinations and activities of daily life - the images render the human presence transparent, alluding to the impermanence of a moment and of all things.”
Mocean’s dancers Sara Harrigan, Carolle Crooks, Sara Rozee, Melanie Ferro and Tania Jean will perform a series of improvisations at the ferry terminal using Crooks’ images and the public space itself as their creative impetus.  When asked what is interesting about performing in this sort of public space, company Co-Artistic Director and dancer Carolle Crooks explained that “she envisions the dancing being affected by the unique energy of the ferry terminal and the interactions occurring in this space…..It’s improvisation – so we’ll be taking inspiration from the activity passing by, the people in transition and the surrounding scene....anything could happen.”  
Transitory’s collaborating musicians are renowned improvisers and are eager to fill the ferry terminal with the magnificent sound of strings.  Norman Adams, Principal Cellist for Symphony Nova Scotia and Artistic Director of suddenlyLISTEN music, and Lukas Pearse, an extraordinary double bass player well known for his experimental, electronic performances, will join Mocean for this hour-long event.
Mocean Dance, founded in 2001 by Halifax’s Carolle Crooks, Sarah Rozee, Sara Harrigan, Alicia Orr MacDonald and Lisa Phinney, has rapidly become recognized as one of Canada’s outstanding new contemporary dance companies, who regularly commissions and performs works by some of Canada’s finest choreographers. The company is dedicated to community outreach and the development of future audiences through residencies, school events, workshops, informal showings and discussions.  Mocean has recently begun more extensive touring and appeared in the United States, British Columbia, Ontario and New Brunswick, as well as in theatres across Nova Scotia

Mocean is delighted to celebrate Halifax’s dynamic arts community by participating in Nocturne, a night time arts festival bringing light and colour to the streets of Halifax.  Taking place in downtown Halifax from 6:00 pm until midnight, the festival will see the city’s streets come alive with art and energy!  Transitory will take place at the Halifax Ferry Terminal, October 18th, 2008, 6:00pm-7:00pm.  Admission is free. 
Mocean Dance greatly acknowledges its supporters: the Canada Council for the Arts; Nova Scotia Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage; The Cultural Human Resources Council; Clearwater; Office Interiors; The Halliburton; CBC Radio; Bradford Productions; Internet Solutions Limited and Halifax Dance.
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For further details or interview requests, please contact Kathryn Crooks at 420-4162, or by email at office@moceandance.com


